Wednesday, January 5, 2005
Revelation 22:1 – 21

Chapter 22 continues the description of our eternity with Jesus and provides the epilogue to John’s writing. John’s vision has given us a view of the final chapter in God’s history with man that began in Moses’ account of creation. What a wonderful vision for us in our own time. We live in the midst of wars, famines, natural disasters, and hatred, but we know that God has always held Satan back from his full intent. We know that God will heal His world and His people. We know that He will bring justice to the universe that He created. We know that all that Jesus said was and is true. 


John is instructed to not keep his vision a secret. The angel is still speaking to John, but he also hears Christ speaking about Himself and the judgment and blessing to come. 

Life will go on after John’s vision is done and its story delivered to his readers. Men choosing evil will continue to do so and those who follow Christ will continue to do so. 


John calls his vision a prophecy and warns that the words are true and will be fulfilled. They must not be added to. No part of them may be discarded. 

Jesus says that He is coming “soon” or “quickly”. Commentators point out that both translations of the Greek word John used are true. “Soon” is correct because, from God’s perspective, two thousand years is a short period of time, even though in our realm of an eighty-year lifespan it seems very long. Jesus will also come “quickly”. When the time comes, His appearance will be sudden and, by many, unexpected. As he closes the account of his vision, John makes it clear that it is Jesus Himself who has given and confirmed this overwhelming prophecy. 

Some final thoughts:

We have now completed our two-year journey through God’s word. We have spent over 104 six-day weeks together. I hope that you have enjoyed the trip and profited from it as much as I. God’s word is exciting, comforting, informing, and at times overwhelming. It is always a blessing to read and digest. Revelation is a difficult book with which to end our journey, but perhaps very appropriate. We began in Genesis with many questions. Ending with Revelation reminds us that all of our questions have not been answered. In fact, many of us may have more questions than when we began!


Reading God’s “love letter” to us is not a one-time experience. Read it over and over again because with each reading God will bless you with more understanding—and more questions. Every book, including Revelation, is worth a complete verse-by-verse study. I encourage you to get together with a group at your church and begin with whatever book you desire to learn more from and about.


A theologian of the last century was once asked if God’s word held all of the answers. He replied that when he started studying the Bible he had a list of over a thousand questions. As he neared the end of his life he reported to the questioner that God had answered them all except for six, and that was close enough. The rest could wait until he saw Jesus. 
Finally: Please feel free to e-mail me at any time with questions, or for help in finding commentaries or study guides. You can reach me at xyzwriter@comcast.net, and I will reply as soon as possible. Thank you again for sharing your time and your patience with me. Thank you for dedicating your time and your heart to God’s word. 
